
Your Dashboard to 
Success



The MDS-Nx Dashboard 

The MDS-Nx Dashboard 
provides key business 
information on your desktop.

With hundreds of Key 
Indicators and Charts to 
choose from, the MDS-Nx
Dashboard is a powerful tool.



KPI = Key Performance Indicator

Key Performance Indicators 
show vital business metrics 
over time as well as real time 
snapshots of important 
information such as Inventory 
Value or Items Below ROP.

Key Performance Indicators 
are written using industry 
standard SQL queries.



Lines and Pies and Bars oh my… 
…There are a wide variety of Charts available to provide a 

live up to date pictorial view of your favorite business 
metrics.   

All Charts are based on industry standard SQL queries 
and can be created tailor made to your specific needs.  
Any data you can query can easily become a chart on 
your dashboard!



Operator Dashboard Maintenance

KPIs and Charts are individually tailored to your MDS 
Operator Code.   Simply choose from the list of 
available selections and it will be added to your 
Dashboard!



Create Default Dashboards

We can create a default set of KPIs and Charts for all 
your operators and then they can be individually 
customized using the Operator Dashboard Maintenance. 
There is an additional default setup for Salesmen.



Salesman Default Dashboard. 

Each Salesman can now track his results and his 
workload as he uses the system.



MDS Dashboard Indicator Maintenance

Creating your 
own KPIs using 

the MDS 
Dashboard 
Indicator 

Maintenance is 
easy.

Enter a standard SQL 
statement to retrieve 

the data.

Enter field names to 
display in the KPI 

columns.

Set the Data Format:
D Dollars
P Percent
I Integer 

Choose any MDS 
Inquiry or Crystal 

Report as the 
Drilldown.



MDS Dashboard Indicator Maintenance

Just add your new KPI 
to your operator and 

refresh the dashboard.



MDS Dashboard Indicator Maintenance

And your new KPI is already working 
for you !

Click on it and it will drill down to 
the Inventory Inquiry.



MDS Dashboard Chart Maintenance

Each Chart is created 
solely by using  standard 

SQL statements.

For a simple pie chart, set 
a field for the X-Axis and  

a field for the Y-Axis

Set the Type of Chart to:
P – Pie Chart
B - Bar Chart
L - Line Chart

Set an MDS Menu item 
or any Crystal Report as 

the drilldown for the 
chart.



MDS Dashboard – Charts made Easy!

With an easy SQL 
statement you now 

have a powerful chart.
Click on the pushpin to 

drill down.



MDS Dashboard – Charts made Easy!Choose a Bar graph when 
you want to compare two 
sets of data on the same 

chart , for example last years 
sales vs this years sales. Each Chart is created 

solely by using  standard 
SQL statements.

For a bar chart,  set two 
SQL statements to 

compare and choose 
fields for the Xand Y axis

Set the Type of Chart to:
P – Pie Chart
B - Bar Chart
L - Line Chart

Set an MDS Menu item 
or any Crystal Report as 

the drilldown for the 
chart.



MDS Dashboard – Add a Chart

Add the new chart to your 
Operator Dashboard….



MDS Dashboard – Add a Chart

Refresh the dashboard 
and you have a chart 
that shows this year’s 
sales compared to  last 

year’s sales.



MDS Dashboard – Charts made Easy!
A Line graph can be used to 
compare one or two sets of 

data on the same chart  over 
time, for example last years 

sales vs this years sales.
Each chart is created 

solely by using  standard 
SQL statements.

For a line chart,  set one 
or two SQL statements to 

compare and choose 
fields for the X and Y axis

Set the Type of Chart to:
P – Pie chart
B - Bar Chart
L - Line Chart

Set an MDS Menu item 
or any Crystal Report as 

the drilldown for the 
chart.



MDS Dashboard – Add a Chart

Add the new chart to your 
Operator Dashboard….

Refresh the dashboard 
and you have a chart 

that shows your trend in 
sales over a year.



MDS Lookups

•Filter on any fields you want to. Add your own custom 
SQL filter.

• Now available in three different default sizes.

•Your data at your fingertips.

•Customers, Products and Vendors

•Fully customizable by Operator, add any fields 
available in ODBC to your dashboard lookup.



MDS Product Lookup

Use the save button to 
save your current 

column settings to your 
profile.

Columns default 
to MDS Standard 
but can be moved 

around.



MDS Click for Pricing

And Click for their Pricing

Just enter a 
Customer



New Default Filter 

By default Inactive Customers, 
Products and Vendors are 
filtered out. This can be 
customized to filter on 

anything you want.



Uncheck the Filter button to 
display items filtered by 

default.



Lookup Size Options

Small, Medium and Large 
Screen options

Default size can be set by 
saving while in the desired size.



Find Menu

Search for Invoices, Purchase 
Orders or use the find box to 

search for anything!



Find Menu



New Appearance Options

New Gray Theme option.

New option to have the 
Toolbars and Function Keys on 

Top.



New Appearance Options:



Show SQL Log

SQL Logging

Status Bar has more 
information.



Check Version Now or at 
Startup.

Check Version



Shortcut Organizer Lines

Add text lines to your shortcut 
collection to organize them.

Right click on a shortcut line 
and a text box will pop up.



Shortcut Organizer Lines

Use the Arrows to move an
item up or down. Use the Red 

minus to remove an item.



History Tab

History Tab , shows all the 
latest things you’ve done. 

And allows you to go back to 
any point in your day.



New Autosetup Feature

We setup each user here at TSH and 
email you an autosetupfile.  Just put 
the file in your downloads folder and 
click on the default MDS Nx shortcut. 



Help and About

Use Help and About to see 
your MDS-Nx and MDS 

releases.



What’s next … 



MDS Upgrade Procedure
 One major release scheduled every 6 months.

 The release is tested at TSH and then the same release is given 
to everyone providing for stability and ease of upgrade.

 Having everyone on the same release helps us provide better 
support.

 Patches and special programming requests can only be installed 
if they are compatible with the release you are on.



Design your dashboard for success
 KPIs and Charts - vital up to date information on your MDS-Nx

desktop.

 Lookups are more customizable than ever to suit your business 
needs.

 Shortcuts, History and the Find Menu make it easy to get where 
you need to go.

 Upgrades are now safer and easier than ever.


